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to bring a very serious charge against those to whom it
refers and of whom I am one.

You are made to say, in speaking of Catholic con-
verts, " no one can become her [Rome's] convert with-
out renouncing his moral and mental freedom and
placing his loyalty and duty at the mercy of another."
I have, of course, no right to speak for any one but
myself, and it would be unpardonable impertinence in
so recent a convert as I am to think of doing so ; neither
do I desire to enter into controversy of any kind ; I
will not even complain of your saying that I have
renounced my " moral and mental freedom,1' though
it is a source of deep regret to me to learn that you think
I have done so.

But when you tell the world with all the weight of
your great authority that all converts to the Catholic
Faith have placed " their loyalty and duty at the mercy
of another," and thus seem to give your sanction to a
charge of disloyalty which, when made in the columns
of The Times, may well be passed by in silence, but
which coming from you is grave indeed, I, who have
so lately been one of the Queen's Ministers, have no
alternative, painful as the task is to me, but to remon-
strate as strongly as I can against such an accusation.

I utterly deny that by becoming a Catholic I have
become less loyal or dutiful as a subject of the Queen,
and I have served Her Majesty too long and am too
grateful for her many acts of gracious consideration to
allow you, who are my political chief and were so
recently the head of a Cabinet of which I was a member,
to s^y or to imply, without protest from me, that I
have done or am ever likely to do anything inconsistent
with perfect loyalty or duty*

I will add no more ;  I am sure that you would not